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JAPANESE WOMEN IN 1953

Japanese women in 1953 experienced quite a full life, with so many avents
and problems. In the political field, they had the general election in April
and participated in eampaigns following them in and out of the Diet for the
benefit of women and children, and the activities of women's crganiga{ions.as
pressure groups were even grester than they were in the previous &aars. Peace
movement was also marked throughout the year. In the field of employment, we
saw both the advancement and symptoms of retrogression concerning the employment
opportunities of women, International activities have beceme more and more
active, and we had so many intéréhangas of persons and informations with other
countries of the world, Among the social probiems, the one that attracted the
attention of people most was the campaign zgainst prostitution. The welfare
measures fer widows started this year. In edudation, the coeducation and equal
opportunity for both sexes have begun to be re-examined, In culture, art,
sports and others, it may be sald women made much progress this year, with some
outstanding honour even in the international level.

We shall describe the above-mentioned women's life a Iittle more in deﬁails
in the following, |
1, Political Activities and Women's Urgsnizstions

At the election held in April, women showed their deep concern in politios
by voting at the rate of 70 % for the House of Representatives and 59 % for the
House of Councillors, Women who were elected to the posts of Diet members,
were 9 in the House of Representatives end 9 in the House of Councillors (Now
totaling 24 in the seats, including the 5 women members of the House of Council-
lors who econtinue to hold the posts for three years more)., They constitute only
3 % of the total Diet mémbers,-and although it seems & small number yet, the

activities of women Diet members were quite remarkable, Especially notable is
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the return of iliss Fusac Ichikawﬁ, the foremost leader of the pre-wer suffrage
movement and also of Mrs. Ichiko Kamichikal onc of the foremost critics and
forerunners for the emancipation of women., It secemg they added a fresh eﬁeréy
to the women's activities in politics, ond thev wers sueccezsful in forming a
united body of Diet wcman‘irrespcctive of partisanship, and very often these
Diet women and the leaders of women orgenizotions co&pérated with one another
in their fight against or for some of the political jssuce. To mention gsome of
their achicvements, they contributed much to cheek the proposal by the Cabinet
of reorganizing the Uomen's & Minors! Burcou of Labor FMinistry to the offect of
;eakcning it; they carriced out nationwide campaign for prcﬁoting the governmcht
Yo submit to the Diet a bill for the prohibitiocn of prostitution and setting up
of a national committec for the study of this probiem, concerning which a littlc
morc detailed explanetions will be given afterward; they were succdssful olso,
in meking of the "Jai alei" Bill in the Dict withdrawn for the reason that it
would demoralize our socicty. And therc have been many other issucs for or
egeinst which women worked hard both inside ond outaide of the Dict, though the
results were not always satisfactory,

Besides ‘these politicel issues, women's civic organizations which count
nearly 20,00ﬁ with membership of 7 million women, werc sctive for mony other
issues, Beforc the clection in April, meny of the women's organizations par-
ticipated in the so-ealled Fair-election Compaign in cooperation with the Youth
orgenizations ond strongly advocated the prevention of bribery, abstention,
and elso the reduction of the expenéa for the election.to the officielly re-
cognized sum., It seeme their activitics had a congidersble cffects in cleans-—
_ing the clection. Among other activitics of the women' s organizations, the
Women's Weck Campeign (commemorating the woman suffrage) was obscrved by almost
all the women's orgemizations including trode unions. The slogon for the 5th

Women's Week was to develop the self-dopendoncy of women, and during this



Women's Week, a Noetional Women's Conference was held at Tokyo sponsored by the_
Women's & Minors' Burcau and the Asahi News Paper, and this confercnee attracte
cd the attention of women in the whole country, being partieipated by 60 women
seleeted from all over the country, also the move for the improvement of home-
life is to be noticed, although it has been a fovourite t%eme of women since
the end of the War, and every year the women's organizations h;VC been under-
taking the programs of some kind of improvement of homeclife, such as, the im-
provement of the old-gtyle kitchens to a newer one, improvement of lsvatories,
improvement of clothings, food, and dwellings, doing away with the traditional
undegirablo practices, setting up cooperative endeavors for farm and home,
introduction of good reercations to the daily life, cte. This home~improvement
activities arc mostly scen in the rural arcas, and it scons that they have come
to dovise morc and more precticel means to improve their living in accordence
with their cconomic  standards. In tcwné; the House-wives' Federation fought
as in the previous ycars, against the rise of price of rice, gass and clectri-
city, and also against tho wastc of cverything and promoted planned life, As
for the organization itsclf, therc were a tendency among women's organizations
to federate this year, such as, the Federation of Women's Clubs was formed by
the leftist women contering around the Dermocratic Women's Club;, Federations of
Minors Wives' Clubs formed as a kind of auxiliarics for tho Minors! unions, and
also the Fedcration of Regionsl Women's Organizations which was formed in 1952
including the local federations of 22 prcefecturcs became very active this year.
The Federation of Agricultural Cooperative Women was vory active, too. Thus the
power of the orgenized women is of great influcnce to the government as wcll as
to the socisty.
2. Movement for Peacc

Sinec the end of occupation, tho movement for peace among women has beeome

very ective, and the charactcristics of this movement is that it has been led
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most actively by the loftist e~ jomizations, contering around the Demmocratic
Women's Clubs, which is internationally affiliated to the Intermotional Dome
-moeratic Womon's Fedoration., As is montioncd above, the loftist women sct up
a federation celled the Federation of Women's Clubs, affiliated by 23 organiza-
tions. They sent ton delegates to the Peace Conforcnee held at Copenhagen in
Junc, and they had women's national rallics twice in Tokyo, in Junc and Doecmber
under the joint gponsor-ship of Goneral Federation of Trade Unions and have
boon sponsoring mectings in citics and towns with the aim of sprcading the idca
of pecace and anti-rearmamont, At the samc time we must not forget there are
peace-movement by roligious groups ond non-loftists, but their voices arc not
go loud as thosc of others,

3. Employment

Womon in employment as of Scptomber 1953 count 16,320,000, forming 41.5 %

of total fomale population of 14 yeers old and over. Of these, paid femele
workers arc over 4 millions ogoingt 10 million malc workers, forming 25 % of
total paid workers. So womon workera, both peid and unpaid, arc on increesc
yeor after ycor. Only, it should be noticed thot their inerease is most cone
epicuously sccn in scrvice industrics, it was mostly'in the groups of small=-
scaled owners and unpaid fomily workers. This reflcets the ccornomic status of
Japan, and a vaguc improssion that women's ficld of cmployment ie being
narrowcd prevails among women, Thcfo were attempte this year, by some om—
ploycrs to regulatc the age-limit for women workers much at lower level than
that of men, Therc were also attempte to fire marricd women workers at the
time of porsomncl cut, But this may bc the results of women's tendeney to
stick to their posts and whothor the fi0ld of omploymont for women will be
narrowcd or widencd in the fuburc mey depend very much upon how for women
would overeome difficultios and how far they would devclop their own capa-

citics and skills as workers, as wcll as upon the demend for women in the

labor morkect.
e



Toking up individual cascs, we scc mony advancement and promotion of women
in oceupational carcer this yeor. For exemple, the first female 2nd class wire-
lcss operator, first womon assistent professor at Kyoto State University, first
cortificd woman flier, first womon moviec dircctor, first assistant policc-
inspector, cte. appearcd. As for the appointed offices, Mrs. Nakeyama, a
liberal party member of Lower House was appointed Porliementary Viee=ministor
of Welfarc, and in the local citics ond towns, when the new appointmont of the
Welfarc Commissionors took placc in aubtumn, many morc womon than before werc
appointed as such, constituting 20 % of the total number 123,000, We can add
hore also, the new appointment of about 820 counscllors for widows' familics
who tokc carc of thc nowly staortod system of Loan for Widows ond their De-
pendents,

Thus, women in employment sow both advancemont and retrogrossive tendency
in the employment opportunitics ond women in the trode unions arc very much con-
cerned over the lotter tondeney and arc working hard for the promotion of women
ond the checking of any signe of retrogressive tendeney in the women's cmploy-
ment,

s Iﬁtcrnational Activitiocs

This yoar, therc werc meore cminecnt visitors from abroad than any provious
year, ond also mony woll-known Japancsc women visitod other countrics., To
mention gome, severel Dict women mombers went abroad cither to obscrve the
status of other countrios or to take part in the conforcnccs, lirs. Togeno, o
Sociolist membor of the Lower House attondod tho Asistic Conforonco of Socialist
Party held at Langoon, Mrs.—Kora, 0. Non-portisan member of the Upper Housc join-
cd the Repatriction Committsoe and went to negotiatc for the repatriation from
People's China, Mrs, Kore, o Progressive Party membor of Upper Housc made a tour
of observation in the South-East Agic, Mrs. Yamashita, o Progressive Party

member of the Lower House attonded the special Commiseion on Prizonors of War
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hecld at Geneve in August, idss Oishi, a Socialist Party member of the Lower
Hougse attended the Conference of the Legislators'! League of the World held at
Stockholm. From the Covermment, !fiss Fujita, the Director of the Women' &
Minors' Bureau of Labor Ministry was sent to New York in March as an official
observer to attend the Session of the Commission on the Status of Women of UN,
There were many other women who went abroad or attended international con-
ferences either officially or unofficially, including the Peace Conference
mentioned before.

Of the outstanding guests from abroad who were welcomed here this year,
Mrs. Myrdal, Chief of Social Science Division of UNESCO came in April and she
took part in our Women's Week Campaign and made two weeks' tour in the country
end gave speeches, had talks with women snd made observations, contributing a
grest deal to the awakening of Japanese women's social consciusness. Another
important guest was Mrs., Roosevelt who came in May on the International Inter-
change programs sponsored by Lockfeller Fund, and although sne came not aiming
to make friends with women especially, she had much contect with women here,
and contributed ﬁery much to the mutual understanding of Japan and Americe,
although sometimes the discussions were quite intense and delicate. Mrs, Anna
Laud Strauss, the former assistant delegate to UN of US government, came on the
Exchange of Persons' Program sponsored by US State Department and for s month
ghe travelled throughout Japan and contributed a great deal in giving advices
to the education of women as voters. In September, Japanese government
sponsored -the Asiatic Conference of ILO and many delegates and staffs of ILO
offices came from various countries, and we had much contact with the foreign
participato, UNESCO also sent two -jomen mxperts, Dr, Le Plac of Belgium and
Dr, Goshe of India to make surveys of cducational opportunities for women in
Japan, and both women staffs in the government and women members of civic or—

genizations cooperated with them in their survey worl, Moveover, we welcomed
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Indian legislators and others, had guests from Pakistan, Egypt, ete, in fact,
guests from almost all the countrice of the world came to visit, and this fact
impresses women of Jopan that the world has beeome very small,
5. Social Problems
a) Prostitution Problem

The eontinued push by women sinee meny ycars before, for the ecnactment of
the Prohibition Law of Prostitution succeeded to make the Logislative Committee
of Upper Housc to submit to the Diet the Bill of Punishment of Progtitution in
March, but unfortunatcly it did not beecome a law beeause of the dissolusion of
the Diet, and since the new members were cleeted in April, thig bill has been
on discussion agein both in the Upper House Conmittec and administrative au-
thorities concerned, to say nothing of thc women's organizations, The demands
for quick and cffective measurcs to be taken against prostitution inecluding
those sgainst the prostitution in the neighborhood of reservation areas of UN
foreces, are beccoming so noisy, end the pressurc by women's organizations in all
the country in cooperation with the united body of women Dict members has
become so strong that the pahinet deeided at last in December to set up a
Committec in the Primec Minister's Oifice to examinc the problem and establish
an over-oll measurcs ageinst the prostitution, (This Committec started in
Fobruary 1954).

b) Welfare Measurcy for Widows ond thoir Dopendent Childvren

The Law for the Loan of Widows and their Dependent Children has become
effective since April and meny widows and their children have been sharing its
benefits,

The numbor of woman--headed laindlioe +rith children wunder full 18 counts
over 600,000 and of the total families under Life-protection numbering 700,000,

more than half are womon-hocaded farilics, and cven those who are not protocted



by Life-protection, many of them are very poor and need help and this Loan sup-
plies widows and their dependents the fund for starting business, for taking
employment, for acquiring skill or qualification for business or cmployment.
Applicants for the loans are so many and the funds are too small yet, and the
Widows' Organizations are requesting the government to extend the fund and
establish a more inclusive policy of employment for widows.

6. Education

In education, some criticism has arisen in the system of coeducation and
equal'opportunity which was a new system after the War, and it seems some
adjustments of the so-called excessive policies are being attempted. For
exsmple, the Advisory Committee for Curriculum of Education Ministry reported
the Education Minister this autumn the necessity of improvement of Social
course and Domestic course at high schools, implying the necessity of making
the Social course include moral teaching énd also of making the Domestic course
requigite to girls only. In fact, many teachers and parents seem to desire to
have their girls to be trained in the old way and this is thought to be a kind
of backward step in education; and progressive people are opposing this
tendency and insisting on absolute equal opportuni%y in education.

7. Culture, Art, Sports,etec.

In these fields, many honors in the international level were gained by
Japanese women and they are now coming up to the internaticnai level and
through these activities, women feel they have no frontiers. Japanese women
today, enjoy the first-hand musics of the world through radio and concerts, go
to see the first-hand art exhibite, read newest novels and essays of Europe

and America, and come into contact with the newest mode of living through

movies.

Thus, Jepenese women src meking progress all the time, although they have

passed some of the problems of 1953 on to 1954 to be solved.
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