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PREFACE

The Women’s and Minors’ Bureau in the Ministry of Labor
of the Japanese Government herewith presents “Japanese
Women Today ”

This aims to picture the various phases of the life of Japanese
women who, now equipped with full citizenship and equal rights
and opportunities with men, are playing ever greater role in
the home and society — a picture so different from the one
in prewar Japan.

I hope that this brief pamphlet will be of some use to those

who are interested in the around-the-world progress of women.
October 1964

D)y N A

Setsu Tanino

Director, Women’s and Minors’ Bureau

Ministry of labor
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WOMEN MEMBERS The House of
OF
THE HOUSES

Representatives

Hon  Yoshiko ito Hon. Ichiko Kamichika

The House of

Councillors
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Hor, Michiko Fujiwar

Hon. Shio Hayosh Hon Yasu Koshiwabara Hon. Shizue Koto Hon Tsuruye Kendo

Japanese womep have equal rights with men to vote and to be elcted in all elections.
As of October 1564, there are 7 women in the House of Representatives and 17 in the

House of Councillors (out of a total of 476 and 250 respectively).
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Hon, Chigko Matsuyama Hon Hide Mamiyama Hon. Yurike Motejima Hon. Sotoko Togane Hon Shizve Yamoguchi

Hon. Mitsu Koro Hon. Hideko Mogami

Hon Tamo Morita Hon. Aki Nokamigawa

Hon. Mumea Oku Hon. Sugi Yamaomoto Hon. Haorue Yomashita Hon. Shigeri Yamatcko Hon. Fuku Yokoyema

Vating Rate ot the Gereral Election for House of Representatives November, 1963 ( Ten Millions of Parsons)
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EDUCATION




Compulsory education, which started some 100 years
ago, now covers all the children from the age of 6 to
15 (6 years for elementary school and 3 years for ju-
nior high school ).

Two-thirds continue with a 3-year senior high school
education, with about equal attendance for both sexes.
Enrollment of women in colleges or universities is in-
creasing every year, but is still substantially below

male enrollment.

Sirl Students in Cellege Courses
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A group of stugents enjoying

a musical evening.

A university building in Tokye.




WOMEN IN EMPLOYMENT|

An increasing number of qualified women are establishing themselves in
professional fields, as teachers, medical specialists, lawvers, journa-
lists, architects, scientists, business managers, etc.

Women workers are also found in a variety of other occupations. Their
number has been ever increasing along with the growth of the national
economy, so that women workers now number eight million, or 30 per cent

of the total paid non-farm employment.

An interior designer

b A woman architect inspecting
r‘%;:r__._ ) o building under construction






WOMEN IN EMPLOYMENT '
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FARM WOMEN

1 S | Y
g up young rice plants for transplanting.

Farm women pickin
TN

As the shift of male population from agriculture to other industries goes on, women take
increasingly greater responsibility in farm work. In 1963, women made up 53 per cent of the

whole agricultural labor force.

The mechanization of farm labor as well as the increasing use of labor saving devices in

household work helps women to carry out their responsibilities with less effort.






FAMILY LIFE




femarkoble Decline of Birth Rate

Per 000 population

Mew housing project in the suburbs of Tokyo

A h.app-.r.- ‘i.:']nu ¥ C rCli" on o winter E'«'Ef\iﬂg.

The pattern of family life is changing.

The number of children per family is gett-
ing mueh smaller, and the wider use of
modern household appliances is facilitating
women's housework so much that the wife’s
burden of housekeeping is steadily getting

lighter.




SOCIAL WELFARE

. o Expectant mothers taking
b 2 : nursing courses at a Health
B R .
. Center for  Mothers and
Children, There are more
ATH  merh Il throuah
than 270 centers all through

W the country.




A home-helper sent to a worker's home in the scheme of “Home-Help Service within Indusiry”.

The scheme is promoted by the Women's and Minors' Bureau which clso trains the home-helpers-



SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Japanese women are found eager to work for the betterment of life through

the organized activities. There are a number of women’s organizations

throughout the eountry.
The activities of these organizations are manifold according to their pur-
poses of establishment, but they often cooperate in dealing with common

problems.







Flower arrongement is most popular omong
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Young girls ond housewives toking lesson in calligraphy. A mother hiking with her little son
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As a result of the favorahle changes in living conditi women enjoy much more free time

today than a deca




The photographies are presented by:
Canon Camera Co., Inc.

Health Center for Mothers and Children in Saitama
Hokkaido Takushoku Bank, Ltd.

Housewives' Federation

lenohikari Institute

lkenobo University for Art of Flower Arrangement
Izeki Farm Machine Co., Ltd.

Japan Housing Corporation

Japan National Tourist Organization

Japan Public Relations Institute

Jijigaho-sha, Ltd.

Jutakushinpo-shg, Ltd.

Ministry of Education

Shogakuk an Publishing Co., Ltd.

Sony Shoji Co., Ltd.

Tsuzuki Spinning Co., Ltd.

Tokyo University

Welfare Center for Women Workers in Osaka.



Those interested in further information on Japanese women may obtain the
32-page pamphlet “Status of Women in Japan” free of charge from:

Women’s Section
Women's and Minors’ Bureau

Ministry of Labor

7, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo



Women's and Minors’ Bureau

Ministry of Labor

Japan
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